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Total Produce Local Market Report  // April 2019

The English Strawberry 
season has now arrived 
at last!

SALAD

FRUIT
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APRIL REPORT European stone fruits are not far away now, 
these juicy treats are always a hit in the 
summer!  We can look forward to Peach, 
Nectarines and Cherries.

English Apples season has finished and we 
have South African Apples to replace them, 
French Apples will also finish mid-April. 

Old season Oranges from Spain, Egypt and 
Morroco are set to finish at the end of April 
and we will have Cyprus or South African 
Oranges to replace, prices will rise. 

Moroccan Nadorcotts are also set to finish 
and we will move over to Peruvian 
Satsumas, superb quality. 

In April we will see the return of English 
Strawberries (hallelujah!)  These tasty 
fruits will first arrive in small punnets as 
availability will be low and prices will start 
high, once the season really kicks in we will 
see prices drop and availability increase.

We are still a few months away from seeing 
the first European Melons arrive on our 
markets, until then we are sticking to the 
trusty Southern Hemisphere melons!

 

Baby Plum Tomato and Baby Plum Vine 
Tomatoes from Holland have arrived into 
the markets and customers cannot get 
enough of them! They taste superb, see for 
yourself and give them a try.

We expect to see British Iceberg, Gem, Cos 
lettuce in May.
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BREAKING NEWS! The very popular Isle of 
Wight Heritage Tomatoes are now available! 
We first saw these beautiful mixes last year 
and they flew off the shelves. We expect this 
to be another successful year. 

We also see the return of English Spring 
onions this month, you can always count on 
the quality of this onion and prices are 
always competitive.

Spanish Salads are still available at the 
moment and will be until the end of the 
month. Dutch salads are also available, 
prices are a little higher than the Spanish 
salads but we think the Dutch salads have 
taken over in quality. 

English Cucumbers have started and it looks 
to be a successful season with what we have 
seen so far, English round tomatoes are 
expected to reach the markets at the end of 
the month.

MUST HAVE

English Asparagus
 
Purple Sprouting
 
Jersey Royals
 
Baby Plum Tomato
 
English Strawberry

AT THEIR BEST

Only one winner here and it has 
to be Outdoor Grown British 
Asparagus. The care and 
attention that goes into each 
spear to make sure that the 
quality is perfect is incredible. 
Each spear has to be given its 
own space to grow with lots of 
Sun and grown in well-drained 
soil. Growers will wait until the 
spear is roughly 12cm long and 
will then cut the bottom with a 
serrated knife.



Be sure to check out our website & sign up
to your local depots mail list
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VEGETABLES

*POTATO UPDATE*

A couple of months ago we expected prices 
to rise considerably over the next few 
months but this hasn’t been as bad as we 
first thought, yes prices have risen but only 
slightly.

What we have noticed is a decrease in the 
size of potato available, this is because we 
are getting to the end of last years crop and 
all the acceptable size potatoes are being 
distributed out and what’s left is the below 
average potatoes. Unfortunately, this 
probably won’t improve until the new crop 
is dug up in the late summertime.  
Depending on how many potatoes the 
growers are holding back it may be a 
difficult last couple of months. Large 
Bakers may be hard to find because of this.

Jersey Royals are available and we are 
onto the main crop Jerseys now, these will 
still cost more than your regular potato 
but the quality is far better.  Availability is 
increasing week by week.

English Cauliflower season has started 
and because of the surprisingly warm 
February, we received we have seen 
availability increase and prices drop! Good 
news for everyone.
 

British Asparagus is finally here! After a 
spell of tunnel grown products, we have 
now moved onto outdoor Asparagus. Each 
spear is harvested by hand and when it 
reaches the right height it is manually cut. 
For the best results growers want a cool, 
crisp spring which is not too wet and not 
too dry either, if they can get this then we 
will be in for a great crop this year!  Purple 
and White Asparagus is also available.

Kenyan Fine Beans, Mange-Tout and 
Sugar Snaps have become a lot easier to 
source, we have seen prices drop over the 
last couple weeks because of this. 

We have also seen Ginger prices drop after 
a spell of stupidly high prices, Garlics are 
becoming difficult to source so prices may 
increase.

EXOTICS

Spanish Broad Beans and Fresh Peas are 
available.

Local Purple Sprouting is available and it 
is flying off the shelves at the moment! 
Chefs can’t get enough of the colourful 
cousin of Broccoli.

Lime prices have increased rapidly over 
the last couple of weeks and we are 
expecting it get worse before it gets better 
unfortunately.

Southern Hemisphere Butternut Squash 
will be available after the Spanish and 
Portuguese season has finished, prices will 
increase.

French salads such as Lollo Rosso, 
Oakleafs and Lollo Biondi will carry on for 
another 6-7 weeks, we are expecting to see 
British crop late May. 

New season Spanish Artichoke is expected 
to start any time now, something to keep 
an eye out for!


